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ADVERTISEMENT. 
7 . THIS is to inform the Public, that my Siſter, Lu- 
CRETIA LoveJoy, is the Author of the following Ele- 


gy, and in which I gave her ſuch Aſſiſtance as my poor 


Abilities would allow ; to the Truth of which, I now 


ſet my Hand. 
b ADAM STRONG, Naturaliſt, 
5 Leaks, and Author of the Electrical Eel. 


Auguſt 20, 1779 
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ITE ELD 


DEATH. awd DISSOLUTION 


' OF THE 


— 


ELECTRICAL EE I. 


E lovely maids, ye amorous dames, attend, 
Ye widows, taught by cruel death to feel; 
Here join the griefs of a deploring friend, 
And wail the loſs of the Electric Eel, 


That Eel on-earth, in Paradiſe the firſt, 
If we Moſaic ſtories may believe, 
That led weak woman to the tree accurſt, 
And damn'd our ſex through the all-curious Eve. 
B That 


['s 9 


That Eel which took the film from Adam's eyes, 


And did electrify his dowdy dame; 
That Eel which made the very dulleſt riſe, 
Is robb'd of vigour and electric flame. 


That Eel which ſtood erect in beauty's pride, 
And nodded to and fro its coral head, 

Worſhip'd by untaught Indians far and wide, 
Like other creatures, is not ſtiff, tho' dead. 


Limber and lank the heaven-born charmer lies,. 
From every virgin's hand with ſcorn tis hurl'd ;; 
No maid can make the poor Torpedo riſe, 

Limp as a diſh-clout---it forſakes the world, 


* Mr, Milton hath obſerved, that before Adam taſted the forbidden fruit, 
he was near-ſighted, and uſed a glaſs, like our modern beaus; but the new 
fruit ſo cleared his eycs, that afterwards he plainly diſcerned a coach from a. 


cart wheel. 


n 


"Twas: 


E 
ITwas this, ye beauties, that gave birth to joy, 
And wing d velocity to Cupid's dart, 
Eklſe had he whimper'd a mere country boy, 
Nor known the power to touch a tender heart. 


For him no more the baking-ſtones ſhall burn,* 
Or loving houſewife make her evening care; 

No more for butter ſhall he move her churn, 
Or climb her knees---the eager kiſs to ſhare. 


Now weep, Ambition, all thy pride is ſunk, 

And, Grandeur, feel---if ought can make thee feel! 
The equal bliſs of peereſs and of punk 

Is dead---and gone in the Ele&ric Eel. 


wal 


— 


The author will be found in this Elegy, to have caſt his eye on Gray's 
Elegy of the Church- yard, and tho? parodies of ſolemn ſubjects are ſerious 
things, yet he truſts he hath uſed the elegiac bard to his advantage, and 
the entertainment of his readers. 
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The boaſt of heraldry, the pomp of power, 


And all that beauty did with rapture crave, 
Hath known the cold inevitable hour, | 


And through the gates of pleaſure found the grave. 


So have I ſeen the lengthen d May-pole ſtand, 
Its head encircled with a garland gay, 

Though claſp'd and cheriſh'd by the maiden's hand, 
Wither and tumble into ſad decay. S 


The ſpark of life is trivial, ſhort and vain, 
Vigour and electricity muſt fail; 


No mortal fire for ever can remain, 


Motion muſt abdicate the nimble tail. 


Could old Pygmalion* animate his buſt, 
And to the tube bring back the fleeting life ; 


How 


He was a ſtatuary king of Chypras, and amuſed himſelf in making figures 
of pretty girls | in ſtone ; but by great chance (as kings in general do any thing 


well) 


2 
*- 

—— * 
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L 5s J | 
How girls unborn might praiſe the precious duſt, 
The joy, the comfort of the teeming wife. 


Thou, who perform'dſt ſo well on ſtone before, 
On the ſame pedeſtal---Oh! canſt thou raiſe 

This lifeleſs Eel---then every noble whore 
Shall be converted, and beſtow thee praiſe. 


Women to thee ſhall dedicate their lives, 

And on their knees with gratitude revere, 
Thou wert the comfort of both maids and wives, 
And bruſh'd away the widow's ready tear. 


90 All human things are ſubject to decay,” 
And fleſh like graſs into the oven goes; 


. 


well) he made a wench ſo handſome, that he prayed to Venus with ſo much 
ſucceſs, that to oblige his ſtone - cutting majeſty, ſhe animated the figure, and 


= * . 
he got two children upon her. See Antient Hiſtory. 
Kings, 
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CJ 
Kings,“ fools, and aldermen diſſolve away, 


And one grave holds the duſt of friends and foes, 


The beauty's tongue which troll'd with ſuch ſucceſs, 
The ſloe-black eye that wanton'd with the leer, 
The bearded mouth which gorged to exceſs--- 


Th Ele&ric Eel--- ; is dumb---and refteth here. 


* Fools are certainly more numerous than wiſe men ; and perhaps 
there never was in any period of the world fo large a crop as at preſent. 
Voltaire hath ſaid, there are but three kings in Europe: the empreſs 
of Ruſſia and the king of Pruſſia make two, and all the other potentates 
the third. As for aldermen---the bounty to boobies has been very 
great---I never heard but of one that had the leaſt ſpark of wit, which 
was John Wilkes, and the fools entered into confederacy againſt him, 
till they drove him out of the City. I am ſorry Mr. Braſs CN hath 


had a fall from his horſe; but I never can be perſuaded that a blow 


upon the head could do him any material hurt; for he is as well armed 
in that part as ever Achilles was---1n braſs armour, 


Wonen 


6.7313 


Women from inſult ſhall thy griftle ſave, 
Some frail memorial ftill erected nigh ; 
Some Iriſh Priapus ſhall deck thy grave, 
And draw from beauty many a tender ſigh. 


Thy fame, thy length, thy vigour ſhall command 
The luſcious tribute of the bawdy muſe; 

Off rings to thee ſhall prove a grateful land, 
From court and city---country and the ftews.. 


That huge exeion---which the Thane of BE, 
Plac'd on the velvet lawn of garden“ fair; 

Where once that devil ſtole forbidden fruit, 
And gave the tidings to the bawdy air. 


| 
\ 


* The pagoda in Kew gardens is an emblematical erection of Lord BA 
to his own fame. Every thing which a man ſays of himſelf, be it ever ſo 
little, is all that little too much: from which I doubt his own repre- 
ſentation of his own abilities.. | 


That 
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(8) 
That chaſte erection, now pagoda hight, 

Which he in emblem of his wond'rous deeds, 
Rais'd to allure the ladies“ raviſh'd fight, 

And prove the creatures that his Scotland breeds. 
But ftill that Indian pagod of the Thane, 

Shall never ſtand or rival greater thee : 
To thy dumb excellence III build a fane, 

To beauty ſacred, and to venery. 


Green with deſires, ſome longing maid may ſay, 
„ Oft have we ſeen him at the peep of morn, 
„Strong and erect his confequence diſplay, 
« And pleaſing labour for the child -unborn, 


« Oft have I ſeen him on the downy bed, 

His liſtleſs length ſtretch'd out with manly pride; 
„ Oft have I wiſh'd to pat his roſy head, 

« And all its bloom from other maidens hide. 
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This have I ſeen--and yet anon his length, 
« By little labour has been ſo reduce d- 
That he poor ſoul had neither heart or ſtrength, 


„To ſtand or move, and yet was little us d. 


One eve I miſs d him on the happy ſpot, 


« Where oft he met beneath his fav'rite tree 
A beauteous damſel, of a neighbouring cot, 
For feats of love and true felicity. 


Nor at the tree, nor with the maid was he, 
No not a glimmering of his lengthen'd ghoſt ; 
But when I ſipp'd my elemental tea, 

« This epitaph adorn'd the Morning Poſt.” 


c THE 


[ wo ] | 


THE EPITAPH. 


Here reſts an Eel of Paradiſe. the fame, 
An Eel to fortune and to beauty known, 
An equal firanger both to truth and ſhame, 
And Iuft and vigour mark'd him for their own. 


Large was his ſize, of moſt elaſtic make; 
The greateſt recompence that Heav'n could lend, 
For beauty's pleaſure, and for Mature s ſake : 
He was to both a comfort and a friend. 
Could I to all the world his merits give, 
What ſhould not every pining maiden feel? 


—_ Within their graſp he ſhould for ever live, | 
. Mor bruiſe his Bead nor he moleft their heel.* 


Here 


„ 


* 


—_— ®* The inſpired bards who have variouſly attempted the tranſlation of 
3s the Moſaic hiſtory, have entirely miſtaken this paſſage, which in the 
| original 


* 
Here Love and Idle every year Gall %, 
And pitying virgins heave the unfeign'd figh; 
Here weeping dames ſhall ſtrile their breaſts and cry, 
Here | did he live---here did the charmer die. | 


Frantic with grief I bent my haſty ſteps 
To the fad place where all my comfort lay, 
There I beheld a thouſand -demi-reps, 


Pouring their ſorrows forth in black array. 


* — 


* 


original is literally thus ; © For thou ſhalt bruiſe his head, if thou mo- 
leſteſt this Eel ;* which reverts to the old ſerpent being an Eel. For no 
heel is famous on record but Achilles's, and he was bit in the ignoble 


tA beautiful velvet lower, by ſome called honed s eaſe, of which the 
yum worked a waiſtcoat for hae * 


+ So Ovid aid of himſelf with no common ſhare of Juvenile vanit 
at forty-five---I wiſh Mr. Wilkes may do the * % Conveniens vite 
mors fuit ifta ſuæ. 


E The 
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The firſt and fatteſt of theſe weeping. dames, 
Was a fair wife of meretricious turn, 
Larded with Cupid's darts. and hearts in flames, 
Nor Etna“ with ſuch conftancy can burn. 


% 


The gentle general which ſhe bore in hand, 

Of craggyF form, but yet of Iriſh make, 

Confeſs'd no fabrick could for ever ftand, 
Whether the work of biſhop or of rake. 


I feel, ſays ſhe, the obſervation's juſt, 
Behold---the firſt ſpontoon of all your corps! 


2 . 11 


The author means to ſay here, that although Mount tna burns 
inceſſantly as a brimſtone volcano, yet its fires are not more conſtant. 
than thoſe of a laſcivious lady, 


_ . Craggy is a very harſh We but the raw-boned ſons of Mars. 
have ever been preferred by Venus: Tho” this General hath had his field- 
day; and now three hours at a toilette will hardly collect his decayed. 
looks; for the ſmiles and ſimpers are ſo diſperſed, that it is as difficult 
to bring them to the drum-head, as recruits for the American civil war. 
O bella ! Borrida bella! 


Ignobly 


„„ 


Ignobly ftretch'd along the baſeſt duſt, 


Nor can this hand invigorate it more. 


Ah, dear Gymnotus ! Pride of all the land,. 
Joy of my heart, and partner of my bliſs ;; 

Eve ſeen thee oft magnificently ſtand. 
And ſhar'd with thee the rapture of a kiſs. 


Ye learned adepts---of the letter'd page,. 
What can your ſaws or erudition boaſt ! 
Here's all that's honour'd; all that's rare or ſage, 
To me and to the world for ever loſt. 


Let me on ſome fair column grave thy name, 
And give to future ages all thy worth; 
Let girls unborn read of my Priap's fame,“ 
And anxious ſeek what gave their beauties birth. 
3 . "3 Pile 


— 


— — 


* Priapus was a pleaſing deity, worſhipped by the Roman ladies. It 
was the figure of a naked man, in an clevated poſition: it was. made hol- 
| low 


Ly 7 
Lead me, Oh, lead me to ſome convent's gloom, 
There may ft thou live my viſionary theme; 
There let me ever weep thy early doom, 


And ever find thee in the pleaſing dream. 


There let me ſee thee ſtand in full array, 
With filver glories round thy crimſon head ; 
Let me in ſweet idea die away, 


Supremely bleſs'd---and moſt ſupinely ſpread. 


Lead me, Oh, lead me to the holy ſhrine, 
| Let all the God ruſh gayly on my breaſt ; 
| Inſtead of mortal---be my joys divine, 


Give all thou canſt---and I will dream the rel. Fe 


low, to contain oil, that the votary might inflame the image—with which 


ſhe was inflamed. Theſe were the ſacred * of the temple of the Bona 
Dea. | 


She 


it hy] 
| She ſaid, and turn'd---when D'Eoxn Ds Beaumont® - 
Advanc'd in armour, like the Orleans maid,f 


And thus prefer'd her luſcious, plaintive ſong, 


Like Venus wanton---but like Mars array d. 


For years I've ſought thee in the fields of war, 


In vicious eourts, in palaces of kings; 


The world never produced ſo ſingular a character before, for proweſs, 
intrigue, and literary abilities. This lady hath acted in the capacity of 
lover, ſoldier, ſtateſman, ambaſſador, and private gentleman ; and though 

a woman, acquitted herſelf to the honour of himſelf—whenever ſhe aſſumed 
the male character. She hath written 22 volumes of her own Memoirs in 
French, and hath been as celebrated for her ſword as her pen. In Eng- 
land ſhe was particularly eſteemed by Mr. Wilkes for wit and manly for- 
titude—The charms of the lady were far from being inviting : nor have 
I heard of any ſacrifices being made to her paſſions, | 


1 faut pourtant vous chanter cette D' Eon, 
Qui fit, dit-on, des prodiges divins. 
Elle montra ſous feminin viſage, 
Sous le corſat, & ſous le coltillen, 
—— —— —— le vigoreux courage: Vor TAIRET. 


+ Madame D Eon, when at the court of Ruſſia, appeared in the morn- 
ing before the Empreſs as a ſoldier—and at her private parties, in the 
evening, as a lady: ſure theſe are complying Protean virtues. 


Thou 


{ #6 ] 
Thou ever yet haſt been my leading ſtar, 
Whatever prieſts pretend---or Virtue ſings. 


The gown, the petticoat, I threw away, 
3 The poor appendages of female forms, 
| ] took the breeches to command the ſway, 


[ And found my joys in battles and in ſtorms. 


For thee it was---T've bravely fought and bled; 
For thee I've every perſecution known; 

But now, ſince thou art mingled with the dead, | 
Soft, reliſh'd joys have ſpread their wings and flown. 


There's not one Eel of all this flowery iſle, 
That gay D'Eon---would deign to take in hand; 
| ; On all the Grigs---contemptuouſly I ſmile ; 
[ | | Thou wert the Magna Charta * of the land. 
g | 


— 


* See her Letters. ] Les bontes d'un Auguſte Maitre aſſureront plus mon re- 


dos, que toutes les Magna Charta de cette ie. D*Eon's Letters. T 
| hs 0 


t- a0 J 
To thee I was invariably the ſame, 
Unus & idem mark d me to the ſex : 
Whatever is my fortune or my fame, 
Nor Judge F nor Policies my ſoul ſhall ven. 


With me---my ſecret to my grave ſhall go, | 
Since thou art dead---the world is all a farce ; | | . 
But if Lord M-------- would my genus know, | | 
Let him review me dead---and kiſs my ----* 


+ That able lawyer, the Earl of V. decided the doubts of the Che- | 1 
walier's ſex, by a witty alluſion to two gentlemen, who had laid a wager of | 

the ſize of the Venus de Medicis, and each, to proye he was right, de- 

clared that he had meaſured the dimenſions of the claffic beauty ʒ but no 


ſuch operation was performed on our heroine, that I heard of: but yet his 
Lordſhip hath not explained—whether the meaſure was n by a 
ö a thread or how] or by what. 


* See Mr. 4 advertiſement in the public prints relative to the 
{ex of this extraordinary gentlemanlike lady, . 
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1 
This with the Counteſs of the Stable-Vard, 
I do erect to thee---a glorious pile! 
(Thou ever hadſt our mutual true regard) 
| Which ſhall do honour to this mouldering. iſſe. 


Ye bluſhing beauties, in more diſtant times, 5 
Who may regret the pleaſures of our days, 
Here ſtrew your roſes, and devote your rhimes, 


Here, while ye long, ſpontaneous give your praiſe. 


Of all the Eels for recreation fram'd,, 

Which beauteous lady ever. took in hand}. 
None ever was ſo much careſs'd and fam d, 
| Or did ſuck honour to this happy land. 


* Is expreſſed and explained by Dr. Johnſon—as ſtrong, fixed, ſteady, . 
able to ſtand, DicTionay,. 


And 


l 19 J 


And if in life - alas ! ye ſhould not meet 


With ought ſo very good---ſo very kind, 
Lament your loſs---for, ah! the loſs was great, 
Indeed, he hath not left his LIx x behind! * 


— —_ * a PEEIS 
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1 Shakeſpeare ſays, © Ye ne'er ſhall look upon his like again.“ He 
dived deeper into nature than any of our philoſophical naturaliſts, 
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A 
LAPIDARY INSCRIPTION 
To the Subtiley, Genius, and Extraordinary Parts of the 
ELECTRI CA L BEI. 


Nada at the fole Expence of thoſe Votaries to 


. Lov and Bxetcnss, 
The admired and admiring Counteſs of H2itoaghr, 
AND 


Tze n heterogenous, perplexed, vigorous, 
valiant, poetical, political, city-done, undone, and 
undefineable---Chevalier, Chevaliere, | 
Sir, Madam, 
Charles, Genoveſa, Louiſa, Auguſta, Andrea, Timothea,, 
'D'EON DE BEAUMONT, 
De les Dames Barnardines 


Plenipotentiary te the Courts of 
Russ 1A, PRUss IA and EN OLAN DEA 


and in the Service of 
FRANCE, 
A Captain of Dragoons, of the Order of. the 
CROIX. DE ST. Louis. 


arch 
iC tions 
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| Reſts --withont further Hope of Reſurredtion, 


The Elaftic 
7 Body 
The ELECTRICAL EzL, ot Gruxorus ELEcTRICUS: 
| which 
Hath been proved by thoſe who dive deep 
into the Secrets of Nature, | 
| to be : 
That finful Serpent---that ſeduced EVE. 
which Paradiſiacal Period---it hath been held 
in univerſal 


Eſtimation by the Fair-Sex. 


: a all Hours, in allClimes, in all Seaſons; andin all Families, 


it hath been kindly taken in: 
Nurſed, cheriſhed, delighted and enraptured : 
The ſecret Confident of the moſt ſecret Characters: 
which Confidence 


[ 24 
Was never betrayed by Words---but, 
by Births. 

No Creature in Nature was ever fo coveted ; 
= not Man exeepted. 5 
| | -[Maics, Wives, and Widows, 

| made it 
| Their Darling and Delight : 
and ſuch 
was their Courteſy, Reverence, and Worſhip 


of it 


That n it roſe in their Preſence, 
Like adoring Perſians, 
They fell flat to it---but not upon their Faces. 
In Camps, in Courts, in Cabinets, in Cots, 
in N 
Fields, in Lanes. 
i 
Groves and Meads, 
It was the Solace of the fecret Hour : 


15860 


ee 
Maiden's Wiſh---and lovely Wife's | 
Delight. | 


But with all theſe Virtues, as great as numerous, 
as 
ſtrong as long, 
It could not reſiſt the electrio Stroke of Death, 
4 which put a Period 
to its Joy, 
and the Bliſs of all the Female Sex. 
e 
Man, it was a Pleaſure, and a Plague, 
an Health, and a Diſeaſe. | 8 
It was the carnal 
k Ignis fatuus, that led aſtray 
his Senſes and his Soul. 
| bet ns 
picked his pocket, and ever kept 
E 22.47 
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1 
But yet was Man 
ſo fond of its Indulgence---that to give 
Entertainment to its Senſe, 
he would paſs over Seas and Mountains, 
Bogs and Rocks, | 
Woods, Lakes, Dens and Forefts drear : 
He 
would fight the valiant, or baſely 
_ ſtab his Foe; | 
Nay, lurk in ſecret, and deftroy 
his Friend. 
For it“ 
and N 
far its Paſtime, 
he would endure each I1l that Life is Heir to : 
Riſe to Fame and Conſequence ; 
a 
ſink in Ruin, Ignominy, and Oblivion. 


® «: For us, and for our Comedy.” SHAKESPEARE, 


4 | At 


L 27 J 
At Times it 
was his Meat, his Drink, his Horſe, his Aſs: 
Again, 


without it---he could not eat, or drink, or 
ride or walk. 
| It was wif 
all Things, to all Men, and all Women : 
And yet 
of ſuch uncertain Quality---that no Man 
: could command it, 
nor Woman could retain it. 
5 It | 
filled the Hands of a Peaſant's Wife, and 
ſlipped through the Fingers 
of a Queen. 
Vet with all its Faults and Virtues, 
Vices and Qualities---it was 
the Rara Avis of the World, 
and not 
unlike the Neck of a black Swan. 


— — . 


a 


* © Rara Avis in Terris, nigroque ſimillima Cygno.“ Juv. vi. 164. 


— 


To 


8 } 
| Toits. | 
illuſtrious Uſes, and noble Feats, 
in Armour and without, 
the 
CounTEss oy H , and MA DAM E 
D' EON DE BEAUMON T, 
have erected theſe precious Stones; 
| on EU 
which this Inſcription is engraved, to 
the Honour 
and 
Memory of 
THE ELECTRICAL EEL; 
in | 
the Year of the World 5782, 
and of its Age. f 
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HIC JAGET 


GYMNOTUS ELECTRICUS: 


SPEM GREGIS, AH! SILICE IN NUDA®---RELIQUIT- 
. 
LETA SPE 
 CARNIS 


RESURRECTIONIS. 


* Mr. Dryden, in his tranſlation of Virgil, hath haſtily, or injudiciouſly, 
rendered nuda filice, rocks. It is, literally, on the bare flint ſtones. But 
every man, acquainted with the two languages, will allow the bare and na- 
ked ſtones to more ſtrongly impreſs the author's meaning, than any other 
words. Werel to tranſlate the Latin of this epitaph, I ſhould endeavour 
to render it thus, as being neareſt to the ſenſe of the author, though I am 
confident, I cannot do it that juſtice it merits: it being far beyond the flight 
ol a feminine pen—it requires more maſculine touches. 


HERE LIES 
THE ELECTRICAL EEL; 
ALAS ! THE HOPE OF SHEPHERDESSES FLOCKS, 
LEFT | 
AND NEGLECTED 
ON 
THE NAKED STONES, 
WITHOUT | 
THE HOPE 
OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH. 


FT + * 


